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lurgical industries at Petrovsk and the machine-building,
wood-working, leather, flour-milling, and coal-mining indus-
tries in the vicinity of Chita. Coal-mining and the refining
and working of non-ferrous metals is carried on at Nerchinsk,
from which non-ferrous metals are sent to the metallurgical
centres of the Kuznetsk Basin. In the Sretinsk district there
are coal-mines, and machine-building, leather-manufacturing,
and wood-working plants.

Population. The population of the Chita region in 1939
was 1,159.478, nearly 50 per cent, of which was urban. Chita
itself is a town of more than 100.000 inhabitants.

THE BURYAT MONGOLIAN A.S.S.R.
The Buryat Mongolian A.S.S.R. occupies a belt of territory
which extends along the frontier between the Soviet Union
and the Mongolian People's Republic to the west of the
southern end of Lake Baikal. It continues northward between
the eastern shores of the lake and the Yablonoi Mountains,
and also along the western shores (with the exception of the
area around Irkutsk) where there is a westward extension
between the Upper Lena and the Upper Angara.
The forests, which provide a continuous cover over the
greater part of Eastern Siberia and are everywhere the
domains of Evenki (Tungus) hunters and trappers, are con-
fined in Buryat Mongolia mainly to the northern part of the
republic. In the south they are interz*upted by plateaux and
intermontaine steppe, the home of the Buryats and Mongols,
who, in the past, were almost entirely stock-breeders and
fishers. They usually lived in large yitrta^ made from grey
felt. Being a nomadic people, they were compelled to live
apart, \vith large uninhabited areas between their settlements.
Under the Soviet regime settled life is gradually taking
the place of nomadism. Large numbers of Buryats and
Mongols have joined collective farms and now live in neat
wooden houses in the villages. Even the nomadic herdsmen
are organized in Collectives,5 each of which possesses immense
herds of cows, horses, sheep, goats, and even camels. The